Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Text 



SECRET 

PAGE 01 BANGKO 19038 100209Z 
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ACTION EA- 13 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SS-20 NSC-10 NSCE-00 CIAE-00 INR-10 

NSAE-00 RSC-01 SR-02 ORM-01 10-03 PM-03 DODE-OO PRS-01 

DRC-01 /066W 

081232 

R 100138Z DEC 73 
FM AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8836 
INFO AMEMBASSY RANGOON 

SECRET BANGKOK 19038 
LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, TH, BM 

SUBJECT: REFUGEES FROM BCP ADVANCES 

FOLLOWING TEL FROM CHIANG MAI DATED DECEMBER 7 REPEATED FOR 
YOUR INFO QUOTE 

SECRET CHIANG MAI 425 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: RECOMMEND EXEMPT 
TAGS: PINS. TH, BM 

SUBJECT: REFUGEES FROM BCP ADVANCES 

1. DURING CONVERSATION DEC 4 WITH CHIANG MAI GOV. 

ASA MEKSAWAN, HE SAID IN RESPONSE TO QUESTION THAT HE 
HAD REPORTS OF POSSIBLE REFUGEE INFLUX FROM KENGTUNG 
AREA. THIS ACCORDS WITH SEVERAL OTHER REPORTS AVAILABLE 
HERE. BILL YOUNG. LONG-TIME U.S. RESIDENT, SAID LAST 
WEEK THAT SHAN FRIEND OF YOUNG FAMILY FROM NORTH OF 
KENGTUNG RECENTLY APPEARED IN CHIANG MAI STATING THAT 
MANY SHAN ARE PLANNING TO FLEE TO THAILAND. PAUL LEWIS, 
MISSIONARY WHO WORKS WITH LAHU IN THAILAND, SAID LAHU 
LIVING SOUTH OF KENGTUNG FEAR BCP MOVES INTO THEIR AREA 
SECRET 
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AND PLAN TO COME TO THAILAND. HE BELIEVES THAT OVER 
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ONE THOUSAND COULD ARRIVE THIS DRY SEASON. HE SAID 
SEVERAL ADVANCE PEOPLE HAVE BEEN INTO THAILAND TO PREPARE 
THE WAY. LEWIS SAID HE IS POINTING OUT THE DIFFICULTIES 
TO THESE PEOPLE INVOLVED IN A MOVE TO THAILAND BUT THEY 
APPEAR DETERMINED TO COME. THESE PEOPLE ALSO SAY THEY 
HAVE RECEIVED THREATENING LETTERS FROM BCP ATTEMPTING TO 
DISCOURAGE THEIR FLIGHT. LETTERS TELL LAHU THAT IF THEY 
FLEE THEY HAD BETTER GO FURTHER THAN THAILAND SINCE BCP 
WILL GET THEM THERE TOO. 

2. COMMENT: TO DATE WE HAVE NOT REPEAT NOT NOTED 
ANY GREAT AWARENESS OF, OR CONCERN ABOUT RECENT BCP 
MOVES ON PART OF LOCAL RTG OFFICIALS. ARRIVAL OF 
SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER OF REFUGEES HOWEVER COULD CHANGE 
THIS CONDITION. 

MONTGOMERY 

UNQUOTE. 

KINTNER 



SECRET 



NNN 
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